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FROM#eal; and a deſire 
to ſerve, as far as my abilities will ad- 
mit of, my King ana Country, I ven- 
tured to offer to the Public Ixs ne- 
Io Ns for YouNGDrAGoon OFFICERs;” 
it met with ſo flattering a ſucceſs that I 


am induced to hazard a ſecond edition, 
4 | — parti- | 


(n. 
particularly as your Lordſhip has kindly 
conſented to give it your protection. 
Fe: am well aware that your Lordſhip's 
uperio  repptatuon in Military fa 
wil Wal weight to any merit the book 
bi poſſeſs; and I hope that at no 
future time you will re 55 the pro- 
tection you have afforde Qt 
Allow me thus ay to expreſs 


the grateful ſenſe I have of. this and the 
many obligations I owe to your Lord- 


; | ſhip, and to aſſure you it neyer x wall be 
| forgotten, by, 
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Weng * 9 and devoted 514 
L 181 7; 
Ho bao 3 2 W. TYNDALE, 


a Major of the in Regiment & 
insg. Life- Guards. 


a 


\ : 


CHAP. . 1. 
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, 


Bron I enter on the matter 
contained in the following pages, it will be 
neceſſary to give the young military reader 
ſome idea of the internal management and 
cconomy of à regiment, more . particular- 
ly of its diſeipline. A little experience will 
convince him, that it is with the various parts 
of military diſcipline, as with the different 
links of a chain; the breaking of any one is 
attended with worſe than confuſion - the 
whole is immediately rendered uſeleſs. It is 
therefore abſolutely neceſſary, that an implicit 
obedience be obſerved to all ſuperior. officers ; 
thus, the private ſoldier muſt the orders 
of the corporal, who muſt likewiſe ſubmit to 
thoſe of the ſergeant, and he again to the 
ſubalterns; and ſo on, fro to tank, 
to the general. | 
A regiment. is always. commanded by. the 
officer of ſuperior rank, It is divided into 
— troops 
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troops or co 
Theſe are again divided into ſquads, the com- 
mand of which is given to the different non- 
commiſſioned officers, who are anſwerable for 
the appearance and conduct of them: and if 
they perceive any irregularities, they report 
them to the Jubalterns, who, again report 
mem 16 the captains, - rr 


The duty of the non- commiſſioned officers 


is to viſit the ſtables of their reſpective ſquads. 
bould any dragoon be abſent, or drunk 

| e quarter-maſter ; whoſe im- 

mediate duty is "the care of the horſes, the 


accounts of His troop, and other things, which 


Half be mentioned in their proper places. 
He is alfo to yifit the men's rooms, to ſee 
that they keep their arms and appointments 
clean; to inſpect their meſſes, reports of 
which are given weekly tb the commanding 
officer. This is the chef "Trxooe Dvrty of 
the non-commilſioned officers,” 


The Tacor Duty of the fabalterns'is to 
command and inſpett the non-commiſſioned 
6ficers and their ſquads; to attend to the 
feeding, ſhoeing and phyficking of the horſes. 
Once a week, it not ordered oftener, each 
ſubaltern ſhould go round to the men's quar- 
ters; inſpect theit rooms, arms and appoint- 
ments; inquire how the men behave and 
Nen! '1 conduct 
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conduct themſelves ; report the quality of the 
hay and ſtable; alſo any irregularities he may 
have ſeen, to the offiger commanding the 
troop. This is the principal duty for offers 
in their troop. a) 
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Of the RzxGimsnTAL, Dury. of. . 
SUBAETERN OFFICERS. 


' 2067 PAROLE, or watch. word; % given out 


commonly every day; as are, allo the 
orders of the commanding. officer, and the 
detail of the duty of the regiment. . The ad- 


jutant delivers out the orders, and keeps a 


regiſter or liſt of the officers names, that he 
may readily ſee who ſtands firſt for any duty 
ordered. This hiſt is called a Rgfer.. - 


The officers on the uſual daily duty, are 
as follows: 
Ti B 2 Orderly 


| ( 4 ] 
Orderly officer. | 

Orderly quarter-maſter. 
Orderly fergeant. 

© Orderly trumpeter. 
Officer 
Sergeant 
Corporal 
Trumpeter | 


for guard. 


Captains are frequently for duty, ſuch as 


guard, picket, and ſometimes orderly; but 


in quarters they are ſeldom for guard duty. 


The orderly officer's duty, is to be always 
ready to attend the commanding officer, at 
a minute's warning; to viſit the ſick men and 
horſes; . to parade, and diſmiſs all detach- 
ments, eſcorts, &c. In caſe of fire, he ſhould 
be ready to run to the place with the firſt 
men he can collect together; and whenever 
the alarm is ſounded, to run to the com- 
manding officer's quarters, to receive his or- 
ders. He ſhould never be out of boots and 
ſpurs, but ready to mount his horſe at a mo- 
ment's notice, | TOTS" 


| The officer of the guard, the ſergeant, and 
trumpeter, are always to remain with their 
guard till relieved. 73 een 
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CHAP. III. 


e AY * 
Of the QuarTer-MasTER and his 
| Dur r. 8 


HIS is a moſt uſeful officer; and were 

it not for the duty done by the quarter - 
maſter, a ſubaltern's would be very ſevere 
and diſagreeable. To fill this poſt properly, 
he ſhould be an active, decently educated, 
honeſt, ſober man. He ſhould be able to do 
the adjutant's duty, if required; for in our 
ſervice, when a regiment is diſperſed, as it is 
frequently nine months together, there is ſel 
dom more than one troop at a quarter, ex- 
cept at the head quarters, where may be two 
or three troops, and a detachments of all ſuch 
men, who from ill behaviour, or awkward- 
neſs, are aſſembled there as well as recruits. 
It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, that the 
quarter-maſter ſhould be ſufficiently capable 
of drilling the troop, leſt it return to the 
regiment in a worſe condition than it left it. 
He is alſo the proper perſon to tranſact the 
account buſineſs of his troop; to purchaſe 
| B 3 | the 


44 1 


the forage, and, in ſhort, every article wanted 
by the dragoon or horſe. He is alſo the of- 
ficer ſent to ſecure, and bargain for graſs, for 
thoſe horſes that are to be turned out. In 
executing this duty, he ought to be particu- 
larly careful, and to ſtate the exact quantity 
of the graſs, with the convenience or incon- 
venience of the watering places, and the ſtate 
of the mounds. | 
Thus having pointed out in the ſhorteſt 
and beſt” manner I can, the ſeveral duties of 
the ſubaltern officers, to whom this book is 
addreſſed; I mall proceed to lay down, in a 
plain matter, ſuch inſtructions, as will enable 
them, with a little attention, to perform with 
eaſe, all that duty which muſt other wiſe de 
learnt at drills. YR, PEI 967 
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officer is diſcipline, without which no 
regiment can poſſibly. be called gd. 
an is only to be,cffected by an e A 
dience to ſuperiors, and a ſtri& attention to 
duty: I therefore recommend it to every 
young gentlenian, on his entering the army, 
to apply himſclf to learn his buſineſs, whit 
once learnt will prove very entertaining. A 
few weeks attention will, if he applies, make 
him maſter of it. "He ould learn, not only 
to put the ſoldiers through the manual exer- 
ciſe, but ſhould perform it himſelf, in order 
the better to judge how the men acquit them- 
felves; He ſhould Jearn/alfo to'telt off a fqua- 
dron, to ſalute, and take his poſt on parade. 
Theſe things known, when. appginted ta a 
troop, he ſhould be paxticulari attentive to 


that troop; viſit the men's quarters at leaſt - 


once a week, and minutely inſpect their ne- 
ceffaries and appointtnents; and Tee that they 
keep their rooms or tents clean, which is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for their health. He ſhoulE 
be very attentive to to ride, the good 
effects of which he will feel, when he takes 


his poſt in ſquad ron 
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CHAP. v. 
Of the private PARADE, | 4. | 


N. 
, my 


LOI 


long to, half an hour before the Cene- 
ral, The intention of it is for the officer to 
inſpect minutely the arms and dreſs of each 
man, that if any ſhould be drunk, or impro- 
perly dreſs' d, or not clean, he may conifine 
| him, and report him to the commanding offi- 
cer. The method of parading is as follows. 


Give the word, 


Arriric ht 
Call the Roll. 


This is a liſt of the troop. Every man 


muſt be preſent, or accounted for. 


proceed, 


Rear Rank, to the Lift Mer. 


Marth. 


— 


Lou 


When the right flanker of the rear rank 
is oppoſite the leſt flanker of the 6 from! . 


ſay, 


Halt. 


75 the Right, 2 
Eyes Right, 


0 . 
* 
Thi 


5 
This brings your rear rank up to n 
and you os a rank intire. | 


Open your Pans, 
Slope your Arms. 
Lou now eaſily examine every man's lock. 
Carry your Arms, 00 
Shut your Pans,” © OO 
Fir your Baponei g. 
Draw your Ramrods. 


As you come oppoſite each man, he drops 
the ramrod into the piece, which if foul will 
not ring clear, 


Ufer your Bayonets. 
Shoulder your Arms. 


You now proceed to examine the men's 
dreſs, and wait till the Aſembly ſounds: You 
then form the troops in two ranks, and march 
to 3 eneral parade. Note, The men for 
guard ſhould march 1 in our front,” with arms 
advanced, 


THE PARADE. 


A regiment of dragoons, whether mounted 


or on foot, is always divided into * 
0 


EN 


of three troops cach; as ſor example; a ninc 
troop regiment has three ſquadrons, vis. 


Right 1 
Centre | quadron 
Leſt ... | p 
A ſquadron e is hikewiſc vided | into os 
parts. The right ſquadron conſiſts of 


On the right, the King's, or 
general's 

Centre, lieutenant colone]' $ 
Left, the fourth captan's 


troop. 
at 


Centre Squadron. 


Right, the third captain's 
Center, ſenior captain an och. 
6 Lek: the ſixth en 8 | "ET. 
Pt | 
| Left Squadron. | 


Right, the fifth captain's "bone 
Centre, the major's or 


Left, the ſecond eaptain's 


*The author was, at the time he wrote this part ot 
the Book, a ſubaltern in the King's Dragoon Guards, 
which was a nine troop . and drew up in the 
form here mentioned. | 


The 


8 


The captain · lieutenant commands the 
King's, or generab's troop; the other troops 
are commanded by their reſpective captains; 
and the field olkicers' troops by mn. 


888 - 74 . NS 8159 4! oh tf 

The regiment being drawn _ in the bo; 
fore mentioned arm, the eg officer 
gives the word, 2% »-t3 10d 105 


Y | f ISOGTONS Hi QUAN? 


PARADE 


This is a Caution. The adjathiit thould 
go to the Right of the regiment and drels it; 
which, Weir the next word i IS, 0 
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"Aker this word, no man ſhould move head 
nor eye, till the next word of command, 


Rear Rank, take open Order. 


The man on the right of the rear rank 
ſhould then ſtep back two long paces, and 


face to the left, his right arm being extended 


to ſhew he is the flanker. The next word is, 


Quick March. 


The whole rear rank then runs back, and 
dreſles to the flanker. The officers come out 
two paces to the front, The ſergeants fall 
back two paces in the rear, and -quarter- 

| maſters 


| 1 1 
maſters two paces in the rear of the ſergeants. 
my officer and man ſhould be ' perfeatly | 
dy. ASC 'F 
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This done, the rd (which is paraded 
by the officer for *. * the leſt « of the 
regiment) is ordered to march off; the mode 
of doing which, as alſo of parading, will be 
1 | ſhewn in another place. 


| The guard marched off the parade, the 
10 | commanding officer orders the ranks to cloſe 

1 to the front or rear, when the officers fall 
back into their intervals, and he diſmiſſes 
them by facing to the right or left, or by 
wheeling the troops, or any manceuvre he 
pleaſes, 
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How to parade, and march off the 
Guard, and to relieve the old Guard. 


HE Guard, as I before ſaid, is ie paraded 
or exatnined by the officer for, the day, 
in the ſame manner as your private parade, 
except that you firſt ſhould fize your guard, 
b 1 the talleſt men on the flanks. 
uard is drawn up in one entire rank. 
Neg: niſhed, you tell the guard off into two 
— of ich the ſecond is to form the 
rear rank, When in one rank, the men 
ſtand, arms advanced; the Trop is then 
ſounded, on which the officer comes to the 
front of the guard, four paces from the front 
rank, and gives the word, 


| | " Shoulder your lems. 

He faces to the right about. When or- 
dered to march off, he gives the word, 
Guard, by two Diviſions, to the Ri ght, Wheel 

_ "March. 


| He calves the commanding officer, and 
when clear of the parade, 
777 Quick 


M8 


Quick March. a 


When he comes within twenty paces of * 
guard he is to relieve, 


Halt. 


11 1 ey ? 


March. ; 
To { Front, Form. 
4 D 0 i 


6 * 


The officer of the old ended; as ſoon as 
the new is formed to the front. 


BY Old Guard, preſent your Arms. 
Ne Guard, preſent you Arm. 


The officers ſalute; and receive the report, 
3 — &c. Senn do the __ in che 
rear. 8 
| Old Guar a, ſhoulder your Aras: 
New Guard, ſhoulder your Arms. 


The corporals then number the guard, and 
take off the relief. When they return with 
the ſentinels, the old guard marches off in 
ſlow time, the new guard preſenting arms to 
them. When they are clear, the new guard 
take up their ground, and you remain til 
relieved. 


It is underſtood, that when not ordered to march 
in quick time, the word March implies ordinary or flow 
time, 75 ſteps, 32 inches each, in a minute. IN 
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T*. fotegoing part of this work. is in- 
tended to inſtruct the young officer in 
the part of his duty required in quarters: it 
is equally neceſſary that he ſhould underſtand 
the buſmeſs of the field; this is generally 
learnt by continual practice; but from not 
comprehending the principles on which the 
different manceuvres are made, it is a lon 
time before an officer can poſſibly be expect - 
ed to be maſter of it. Let the cleyereſt man 
of any other profeſſion be put to the com- 
mand of a ſquadrom or a diviſion, the tech- 
nical terms neceſſarily made uſe of by the 
exerciſing officer to make known his orders, 
would appear to him an unintelligible] jargon; 
but when once the officer is perfectly ac- 
inted with the principle on which à few 
of the moſt difficult columns are executed, 


which are ſo very eaſy * clear, that they 
are 


. 
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are within the comprehenſion of the moſt 
uncultivated mind, he will find that he can 


not only execute any manceuyre whatever, 


with the greateſt facility and exaQtneſs, but 
may, with a very little attention, ſoon qualify 
himſelf to exerciſe a regiment. * The author 
has therefore ſelected a ſet of manceuvres, 
which he hopes will fully anſwer the 228 
before alluded to; to each of which he has, 


to the beſt of his abilities, | pp inſtructions 


for the execution of it, an 
plate. 544 | | 

There is no profeſſion whereof the clemen- 
tary principles are fo much neglected as ours]; 
becauſe they are ſo few and ſo eaſy that almoſt 
every young man, on entering the army, ſets 
off with an idea, that with his regimental 


an explanatory 


coat, and cocked hat, he has acquired all 


that is neceſſary to make him a complete ſol- 


*The firſt thing to be done before the regiment 
leaves the parade, mounted or not, is to tell it off, 
that is, to ſubdivide each ſquadron into a number of 
diviſions, in order to give the maſs ſufficient flexibi- 
lity to turn in as ſhort a ſpace as poſſible, that like a 
ſnake, it may be able to twiſt and turn itſelf through 
any defile, or any other obſtructions. 

„B. A regiment of cavalry conſiſts of ſquadrons, 
an infantry regiment conliſts of battalions, which are 
told much in the ſame manner as a ſquadron, though 


not into ſo many parts as the unweildineſs of the horſe 


renders it neceſſary to have in a ſquadron. UN 
| dier; 


, 
* 


N 
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dier; he, in time of peace, never ſees more 
than one tegiment at exerciſe together; con- 
ſequently, by not endeavouring to obtain ſome 
information of the nature of the movements 
of an army, his ideas are eonſined, and ne- 
ver carry him beyond the limits of his regi- 
anne ee Dip ee 
It frequently happens, that one officer and 
a ſmall party are detached: from head quarters 
to ſmall towus, where there is no ſociety with 
which a gentleman can mix: thus ſituated, 
how many vacant hours muſt he neceflarily 
paſs tediouſſy. Books, drawing, ot muſic; are 
Ine only reſources in bad weather; and when 
air, theſe can be varied only by riding or 
walking. One half hour in the courſe of 
Bach day devoted to the ſtudy of the elements 
| d rudiments of his proſeſſion, would in this 
e deliver him, for ſore time at leaſt, from 
Wcling ſo diſagreeable and tireſome a ſame- 
eis: And ſhould he be in gayer quarters, 
Me reading of a profeſſional book whilſt 
Wder the Jr of his friſeur would, in my 
Winion, relieve that tedious operation, and 
, would, at the ſame time, make ſome 
& " acquiring knowledge which-will be of 
to him. ac ni daf rt, 
Tactics are generally dry and heavy; fo 
ſtudy of every art or proſeſſion appears to 
deginner; but how 8 more fatiguing 
| is 


= 
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istheſtudy of the law; and of almoſt every other 
art, compared" to ours. A man of ſenſe may, 
with little attention, ſoon become a good of- 
ficer: I do not mean to ſay it is eaſy to ob- 
tain or to equal che abilities of an Eugene, a 
Marlborough, an Erſkine or 4 Moira. A 
ſtrong mind, quick eye, clear head, and 
ſpeedy determination how to act, when un- 
ſoreſeen or unfortunate events occur, ate ac- 
eotwpliſhments; which, however „expe- 
rience al ways ————— —— 
forward. | Rom roco sog Fnac Wall 
Many things neceſſary for an officer to b. 

acquainted with, beſides what" is contained in 
the ſubſequent” pages, might be learnt; and 
which, had they not been fo well treated by 
the nuthors'who hure wrote on thoſe ſubjects, 
Lchould have endeavoured to explain. They 
have, however; handled the matter in a man- 
ner very ſuperiot do what I am capable of; 
I mail, therefore, "only recommend them 
earneſtly to the atention of all officers: they 
are % Picydcl's Field Fortification, and 
Orbe a. uo it een s 
Of the firſt though proper perſons, trained 
to the profeſſion, are appointed Engineers, 
and though in no ſervice they excel the Bri- 
tiſh, yet hebe are” fityations; where an officer 


miay be called wpon; (either from the nature 


of che poſt de is ſent to Occupy, or om 


cir- 
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eircumſtances, which may take place ſince 
the arrival of the party in the poſt; and” 
alſo to prevent being ſurprised, when an 
attack is ſuſpected to be made on the can - 
tonments or quarters, to defend himſelf and 
party againſt a ſuperior force. This can only 
be done by putting the poſt in a good poſture 
of defence; and as it is impoſſible to ſend 
engineers with every picquet, or to every poſt, 
the perſonal ſafety of the officer and his men 
requires that he ſhquld have ſufficient know - 
ledge of fortification to improve every advan- 
tage of the ground he occupies. 

A few leflons in Trigonometry would faci- 
litate and increaſe. the pleaſure of — 
Mr. Pleydel. 

Of the ſecond, * The Partiſan his au- 

thor is very entertaining, ſeveral little 
anecdotes being introduced , he expands the 
mind on the ſubject of the profeſſion of a ſol 
dier, and gives the beſt idea of _ particu- 
larly what is called /@ petite guerre. 
In ſhort, the two above ue. — 
ſhould be read very frequently by every gen- 
tleman who wiſhes to make a n in his 
profeſſion. 

I have, in a ſucceeding chapter, endea · 
voured to point out in as forcible a manner 
as I could, the abſolute neceſſity of an army 


being taught to act 9 on the Jame a 
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and that every individual of an army of 
100, ooo men ſhould have been drilled ex- 
ally in the ſame manner, as much as it they 
had all been inſtructed by the ſame man. 
The following example may ſerve to ſhew 
the miſchief which may accrue from a devia· 
tion from the order for the regularity of rer 
* as that may at firſt appear. 
Suppoſe the quick ſtep of one regiment was 
at the rate of four miles in one hour, that of 
the others was only three; a General is not 
ſuppoſed to know of this difference, it is too 
minute a circumſtance to come within his 
knowledge; he on! knows, that the former 
is at a town nine miles off, and the others at 
a place twelve miles from the ſpot he wiſhes 
they ſhould, meet and join at. The rate of 
marching he knows is ordered by the King 
to be 75 ſteps, in a minute, in ſlow time; and 


120 in quick time, which is about the rate 
of three miles an hour; the army are to aſ- 


ſemble, we will ſuppoſe, at four o'clock in 
the morning, at a given place: He, therefore, 
orders the regiment which is nine miles diſ- 
tant to march at one o'clock, allowing them 
three hours to perform r march; but as 
this regiment: has neglected to practiſe their 
men to that rate, which all the others have 
been practiſed at, and march at the rate of 


four miles an hour, it arrives three quarters 
bits of 
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of an hour before the others, and may be the 
cauſe of diſcovering to the enemy the pro- 
jected attack, and of their own deſtruction. 

It may not be improper now to conſider the 
different ſhapes an army can aſſume. * 

The firſt is the line. | 

The ſecond the column. Raik bags 

The firſt is that it moſt generally aſſumes 
when acting on the offenſive, © or defenſive. 
The modern ſyſtem orders the line to be 
formed three deep by the infantry, two deep by 
the cavalry; 60,000 of the former would: thus 
be three rows of men (of 20,000 cach) placed 
cloſe behind each other. Imagine 60,000 
men undiſciplined, turned looſe on a plain, 
what an undertaking would it be to arrange 
them as above-deſcribed, and if you did at 
length get them into line, every time it was 
neceſſary to move them, the ſame mob, the 
ſame confuſion and the ſame trouble to re-aline 
them after each movement; therefore, how - 
ever formidable a body of 60, oo men ma 
be, yet without diſcipline, that is, uninſtructed, 
it would be a moſt unwieldy machine, whereas 
by the ſeveral diviſions of the army, as fol- 
lows, it becomes capable of forming every 
evolution with as much eaſe as 5o men. 

An army is divided into wings and into 
brigades, each brigade is compoſed of batta- 
lions or ſquadrons, and each battalion is di- 

C 3 vided 
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vided into grand diviſions, diviſions, ſections 
and files. Squadrons are divided into half 
ranks, quarter ranks, threes “, and files—that 
is to ſay, w ſquadron is told off into each of 
thoſe tellings, and thus the fquadron becomes 
manageable and pliant when” neceſſary, with- 
out loſing its ſolidity and firength when in 
hne, 5 5 ICE 3 L <6 £.E 
As this is meant for the uſe of cavalry offi 
cers, I ſhall confine myſelf to the operation of 
 ſhuadrons, ** whoſe manceuvres ought to be 

as analagous to'thofe of the Infantry; (as the 
nature of the arm will admit. 

Squadrons are drawn up in line with an in- 
terval between each equal to the front of the 
ſquadron - recollect that this interval muſt al- 
ways be preferved in open column. The 
other ſhape it can aſſume is the column, which 
is the form it takes when in motion, for it 
ſeldom happens that ground is fufficienthy 
umnincumbered to permit fo extenſwe a line as 
66,000" men to continue its movements in 
line to any diſtance, | 


* The telling by threes ie, in ſome light dragoon 
regiments, called Scctiont. 


- CHAP. 
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"To tell off the Squadron 1 


Sd. 


Au 8 QUADRON, is told in "ts following 


eng 4-3-1: » 318 

Ch. By Files. 71 1 3 7 2:1 T1207 
| Fours. -. 156% 
Half RSS ot two diviſions. 1370 

Uarter rans „ 


(A) Troops or three * 0 
(A) Subdiviſion of troop, or ſedions. 


Four center files Num 
Centre file of half led. 11105 


As for example. © Suppoſe -a ſquadron to 
conſiſt of forty-two files. Aſter telling them- 
ſelves by files, which is done by placing the 
ſtandard in the centre, who ſays Right; the 
two men on his right and left ſay Lett; , WE 
next two, Right, and ſo e ; 


ry 


- 
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* The —4 difference in telling off the en 
diſmounted, is, that the ſtandard is then ſent to the 
center of the regiment. if 

A regiment of four troops only, had” better be 
formed into. two ſquadrons of two troops each, in 
which caſe the two telling. N with 0 694 muſt 


be omitted, | 
CRC: Tou 


DL Þ 


Lou then tell them by fours.“ There are 
ten fours in forty-two, and two over. It is 
a general rule, that in telling off a ſquadron 
or regiment, you muſt always place the 
greateſt number on the flank. Ihe ' reaſon 
is, as a column may be formed on one of 
theſe diviſions, to paſs a narrow place, where 
a large number has paſſed a ſmaller can 
follow. You. ſee therefore, as there are ten 
diviſions of four men in forty-two, 'and two 
men over, it will be proper to put the two 
over men into one of the diviſions of ; fours, 
as two would be too ſmall à diviſion; and 
according . tov the rule before laid down, the 
flanks are: the places to tell them in-. Lou 
muſt therefore begin on the right, (for in all 
telling, except by files, you begin on the 
right) and ſay, Right of Fours, and tell on, 
2, 37 4, 55 tothe fifth man. You then ſay, 
Lt., You- then ſay to the next, Right e 
Hours, 2, 3, 41 and now to the fourth man 
you ſay. Left; and ſo proceed till you come 
to the fifth man from the left, whom you tell 
is Right of fours, The left man of the ſqua- 
dron mult be the left of every telling. 
Lour next telling is of two diviſions, or 
half rank, or half ſquadron. This is merely 

The light dragoons tell off by threes inſtead of 


fouts; they jokingly ſay; a heavy troop horſe's Ton 
tail requires the breadth of an additional horſGG 


SO 8 dividing 
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dividing the whole into two equal parts, viz. 
twenty-one in each telling. The man on 
the right of each twenty-one. will be the right 
of two diviſions, half rank, or half ſquadron. 
Quarter ranks are next to be conſidered, 
and they are formed by ſubdividing the half 
rank, or dividing the whole into four parts. 
Three diviſions, or troops, then follow, after 
which ſubdiviſions of troops. You muſt begin 
with the large number, and then ſubdivide it. 
Having told off the ſquadron and proved 
it, by calling cach telling thus. Right files, 
Left files. 6 
Right of fours. 
Left of ditto. "s 
Right-of half ranks; or ſquadrons. © © © 
Left of ditto. | £ 
Right of quarter ranks. 
Lett of ditto. 2 
Right of three divifions 
Left of ditto. | 
Right of ſubdiviſions or ſections. | 
Left of ditto, four center file. Center 
file of half ſquadron, ee 
The officers muſt be then poſted, which is 
explained in the next chapter. 3 


— 


CHAP. 
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Of poſting Officers 1n-Squadran;®.... 


1 a ſquadron is complete in officers, there 
| ſhould be nine; three quarter maſters, who 

not being told in as files muſt act with che of- 
|  ficers; having therefore twelve officers, they 
| ſhould be poſted in the following mannef.. | 


| The eldeſt in rank to command the ſquadron. 
The next ditto 1. ._ /. + e a 
| * the left 
r 4 quarens rank. 
the ſecond 
d P | nw rank. 
the third 
A nn 1 rank. 


The eldeſt cornet carries the ſtandard, the 
officers commanding the flank quarter ranks 
ſhould be covered by officers. © The ſtandard 
and the ad and 3d quarter rank "officers 


The next 


» 


* A ſquadron is three troops, but one regiment 
alone at exerciſe manceuvres its troops as ſquadrons, 
and are then called ſquadrons. 

41 ſhould 
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_ ſhould be covered by the three quarter - maſ- 
ters, who art, When the officers/ move out in 
front of the ſquadron, (as when! at open or- 
der) to move up into the interval they left ® 
The remaining officer leads to the rear, and 
walways in the third or fupernumerary rank. 
Sergeants ſhould be poſted in the front rank 
of their reſpective troops, on the flanks and 
center; covered by: the corporals, except in 
the center troop of the ſquadron, in the cen- 
ter of which two ſergeants ſhould be poſted, 
ſo as to ffank the ſtandard as a reſervt, or 
guard to it, and conſequently ſhould never 
quit it; for if a ſquadron in purſuit or by 

accident ſhould! be broken, they ate the 

ying point, ſhewing the front alſo to which 
they are to form: another adtantage derived 
from poſting ſergeants as above, is, ſnould it 


be neceſſary to manceuvre by half ſquadrons, 


you have ſergeants on your flanks, who, being 
the: moſt intelligent perſons, are the propereſi 
to be there. + 9g n 1 | #B 8) 
91719 2154000 
Ia the infantry the covering ſergeants do 

but as in the wrt the enn oa in as fle 
the quarter-mafters are as properly poſted thus, as in 
the rear of the ſquadron. „ Wop TON 
The ſergeants;muſt not remain thus poſted, after 
the regiment is diſmounted; they muſt then pol 
3 as directed in the orders and regulation! 
giyen out at the war office: this may be eaſify done, 
#9 the regiment goes about after Hükig. 
TAFM) Divi 519 of ene moms 


? g 
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As it ſeldom happens that a ſquadron has 
nine officers with it in the field, beſides quar- 
ter · maſters, it may not be improper to point 
out the moſt neceſſary poſts in ſquadron to 
be officered: the quarter-maſters ſhould inva- 
riably be poſted as before remarked, in the 
center, and on the right and left of the two 
center quarter ranks. 

The moſt uſeful and neceſſary poſts ap- 
pear to be on the flanks (in the front rank) 


of the quarter ranks, that officers may not 


only command, but animate the dragoons by 
their example; the command of the ſqua- 
dron, and the four quarter ranks, ſhould ab- 
ſolutely be the poſts for the officers; a ſingle 
eee however, generally manceuvres by 
ſome ſmaller. diviſion than a real ſquadron, 
who, in that caſe are called ſquadrons; by 
troops for example, into which they break at 


the pleaſure of the exerciſing officer : after 


having performed a few manceuvres in real 
ſquadrons; it will be then proper to ſend the 
officers with their reſpeQive troops, except the 
ſtandard cornet, who, though he may not be- 
long to the center troop, muſt nevertheleſs 
not quit it. | | 
The horſe evolutions ſhould be learnt fo 
perfect as to recollect the ſucceſſion in which 
they come. They are at full length at the 
end of the next chapter, which treats of the 
regiment mounted in the field. CHAP. 
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The Regiment mounted in the F ield.: 


HE Wor D or Const aud ig given 
throughout by the exerciſing officer. 
The line ſhould be well dreſs'd to the right; 
the officer a horſe's "A in the front of the 
ſquadron. x 


; Rear Rank, cloſe to the Ge 
| Officers then go to the right about. 


| Tell off the Squadron. 
When the ſquadron is told off, 
Rear Rank, rein back 0 ORDER. 


Officers again come to the right about. It is 
here proper to make ſome. obſervations on 
the opening of the ranks, and the diſtance 
each opening ſhould have. There are four 
d VIZ, rr 


OY On DEE. et LARA 
On pr. big} i ft 
Cros OgokR. 
*CLost To TE Crove. 


A Open Order, the rear rank ſhould. be Fa 
r 
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far diſtant from the front as half its length, 
becauſe they will require that. diſtance in 
wheeling by half ſquadrons. {Vide Plate 11.) 
At Order, the diltance is er to one 
fourth; or quarter rank, - 
Cloſe Order, a horſe's length, ſo chat t you 
= wheel by. four. f 
Ce 50 the Croup, as cloſe as you can. 
a Drate your Swords. | 


The reviewing officer then comes oppoſite 
to the centre, in the front, when all the 
officers ſalute him together. The reviewing 
officer having paſſed through the ranks, takes 
his poſt in the front of the regiment. The 
commanding, or exerciſing r then gives 
the word, | 


Ranks, by SU LDIVISIONS, 
[or QUARTER Ranks, by Ranks, as the ex- 
ereifing Officer pleaſes] OOO 
to the | Right, take Ground. 
Marcb. 5, 


The reader will obſerve, that the word 
Ranks is here made uſe of, and that the em- 
phaſis is laid on that word; the reaſon of 
which is, that it ſignifies. to the men, that the 
wheel is to be made hy each rank independently, 
not covering each other, and therefore the rear 


rank muſt be at ſuch a diſtance from the — 


tm] 


as to give ſufficientroom for itg-wheeling (flank 
to come round without interfering” with the 
pivot flank of the front rank. Had the word 
been only QUARTER RAK EK or SUBDIVISIONS 
to the Right or. Left. wheel, without making 
uſe of the word Rakks, it would imply that 
the wheel was to be made with the rear rank 
rovering. Dang N09 963 03 Sup 97015 

The leading officer of the ſquadron, when 
he has brought the rear of his ſquadron on 
the ground where his right ſtood, orders, 
"Subtiifions, 10 166 left, In bee, and form, 
* 1 $34" 51 forward. ie» » 15 | | EY 
He continues moving, and when: neue 
enough, wheels the ſquadron to the Jeft, an 
the regiment marches paſt the reviewing offi- 
cer in the following order: Firſt, by ſqua- 
drons, in Open Order. Farriers gallop out to 
the front of the officers; and trumpeters in 
the rear of the farriers. | | 

The ſquadron continues marching, dreſſing 
to its centre, till within ten paces" of the ge- 
neral; the officer then fas. 
INE "Eyes Right. * 


Officers ſalute together, taking time from 
the leading officer, who is advanced in the 
front. At dropping the point of the ſword, 
the officers all look well to the right. When 
the ſquadron has paſſed about fifty yards, it 

N wheels 
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wheels to the left by word of command, and 
at fifty yards more, wheels again to the left, 
The-commanding officer of the firſt 99 
then gives the word, 


. 2 r09ps, 70 the Front, 7 your Marth. 


The right troop trots forward; the bonter 
troop obliques to the right, and covers the 
right troop'; the left troop does the ſame. 

The other ſquadrons do exactly as the 
right did. They trot forward in a line pa: 
rallel to that on which they firſt formed, and 
when the head of the column, or right troop, 


comes oppoſite their ground, it wheels to the 


left; the others do the fame. Mex on the 
ground they firſt wheeled on in ſquadron, it 
again wheels to the left. The wheel com- 
eated, it files to the front by ranks from the 
right or leſt, according as it is ſized; the 
_ copying it exactly in the following or- 
r 


Farrier, ; 
Trumpeter, 
Captain, { a good horſe length 
Lieutenant, apart, 
Cornet, 
Quarter-maſter, | 
Front rank and rear rank follow. 


You Hows be careful to advance a good 
way 


— 


— , lf. «r Ü. «»? 


— 


Column. 


— —— — — — — 


HomRrsEs. 


Quarter Maſter and 
Farriers to Remam 


HORSES. 


BATTALION . 


HoR8Es. 
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way to the right of the General before you 
form your troop that you ma not hinder 
the others from filing of, wh 51 * 
form upon the ſame ground you did, takm 
cart rakes off as 5 Ty forititd: _ 100 
öntinue moving very flowly' to the front, 
halting frequently, as you will obſerve the 
length of time for every troop to file. off; is 
ery, great. But note, the [ſtandards are al- 
ways to de eſcorted by two ſerjeants. in the. 
bbove-mentioned filing. When the three 
roops compoſing your ſquadron we ERS 
he, word will bes 


Troops, to the 5 Wheel] mdf. — 
- Halt, ib 277 2507 


The wel oops form in the rear of your 
quadron, forming ſquadron as they come up. 

hen all the —— are 3 you- 
march on, the firſt, or right f uadron, not | 
wheeling, till it has brought its left flank on 
he fame ground which the left flank of the 
ft ſquadron firſt ſtood on. It then wheels, 
he other ſquadrons 'wheeling on the fame 
round. The commanding officer then ob- 
rving when the ſquadrons are on their re- 
dective places, with their left flanks where 
hey firſt ſtood, gives the word, 


Squadrons to Left, Wheel, * form Line. _ 
D Return 
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Bile t De n . 


1 which the right Ig uadron files tothe 
left, the left AB + to the right, till they. 


Xo come IOW: ten yards of-the 48a 


s 


| 
\ 


311-3 1:%+ Dpopare to Diſmount. 
5 to the Hank” of the f 


and difmount with the men. Left cs HAN 


rem back, the tigbt remaimin! ly Read 
eil the fipnal 4.5 the Fugal . ET 
then proceed to'tifmount.” - © 

N. B. The method of diluting only 
ta be learnt by practice. 


When all are down, Which is done reg 
larly by ſignals, the men hang their fwo 
on their ſaddles, rake dotyn their Rv err 
_ GY to the . cy Ee back 


« 1 


. a Jour" Flies. 
"You. go to o the right about by ſignal, T he 
horſes linked, you remain facing them, arms 


trailed, and dreſs d. to the right. 


> Tv he Right about. 


* In the „ light dragoons, the men only alter the 
manner of wearing the ſword by raifing it a little, and 
ur we hilt flat to the body, under the belt, 


1 


1 1 


4 7 


Face, 

ll come about, 2 

Nick Marcb. 

Form Squadron. {Vide Plate.) 
Rear rank run round the flank. of the front 
nk of horſes, and form in the rear of the 


Wont rank, who are to take very ſhort paces 
| the ſquadron i is formed, 


Form Battalion. 


Flank ſquadrons oblique inwards. Stand- 
ds run to the centre of the regiment, 
Halt. Dreſs. 


At the word Halt, the men drop the but of 
eir arms on the ground, and handle imme- 


ately. 
Fix Bayonets. ' 
Shoulder Arms. 
Battalion will move forward. 
March, 
Open Ranks. 
Officers come out in the front. 


Halt. Preſent Arms, 
} At the laſt _ of the preſent, officers 
2 


The whole ſtep their right legs back. At 
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look to the centre, Muſic plays the March, 
and on the repetition, officers ſalute together. 
| Shoulder your Arms. 


Officers recover their ſwords. - 
I. "Mares. APs: 
Rear Rank, Cloſe to the Front. 
y Grand Diviſions, to the Right, Wheet. 
; Halt. Dreſs. gp 
+ Quick March. 1 | 
Head of the Column. Halt. 
Left Wheel, Marth. ” 
Head of the Column” © Left Wheel. 
Halt, Slow March, 
Open Ranks. 


ö 


Jlarch by. - Officers ſalute. They mareb 
by alſo in quick time by troops, carrying arms 
to the General. | Os 


* Grand diviſions are half ſquadrons. 

+ The grand divifions having wheeled to the right, 
are thus thrown into column with the right in front. 
They continue moving to that front, a certain len 
of ground, about as much as the regiment occupies 
in line, then comes the caution to the head of the co- 
lumn, which direction they continue, forming thus 
a right angle; then another caution and a wheel will 
bring the column on the ſame line the reviewing offi- 


cer ſtands on. 6&7; 
* When 


r, 
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When the exercifing officer has formed the 
battalion, which he does by. * the di- 
viſions to the left; 


March, Open your Ranks. 


Hall. Dre. 
: Unfix your 3 N bo 
Officers take. poſt in the Rear of ibe Battalion. 
+, Slow March. 


At a field-day, or review, * 
goes through the ſame manceuvres on foot Ny 


an infantry regiment, and ought to do them 


as well. When their foot buſineſs is over, 
they go to their horſes, are mounted, and then 

rform their horſe evolutions, Which are as 
l llows, and are the rudiments of mancuy⸗ 
ring; as no manœuvre can be performed in 
which ſome of theſe evolutions do not una- 

voidably occuut. 

They ought to be ſtrongly impreſſed on the 
memory of eycry officer; and regiments 
ſhould N them at leaſt once in a ew 
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1 241 HORSE REVOLUTIONS. - 0 
Half Ranks, to the Right, Double. © 
Quarter Ranks; 70 the Right, Double. ? 
Near Rauks that Doubled, as you ns 
Ha Rinks tber Donblen, as yon were. 
(* The ſame to the Left. 25 


4 ta Divi ifions, Wore 4 is uy: 79 Le 75 
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"he Line moves forward, "and on the t 
march the rear rank moves forward M 
Order. 


Subdivifians of mage ty Ae! Right! iu 


. (Bugle to form 7 hit 
end of Troops, | by Ranks, tft 5 
. (Bugle to form! " 


$ nes ons Py Troops, by Ranks, Right about 
Whee!, (Bugle to form) 


From the Right of Quarter Ranks, by Ranks, 
file to þ Front, (Form by Bugle) 


+ Regiments who have bugle horns uſe them to 
ſaund Hgnals for the formatioh of the line. 


From 


Fl 

4 
349 
|» : 
N 
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iid the * Quarter Rant Ranks, file 
N Fo the Rear: . \ (Bugle to form)... 0 
The. Line moves "FM and on the 
march to cloſe order. 
By Subdiviſous, to the: NAT Heel. (Both 
ranks wheeling, Bugle to form.) 
By Subdiviſions, Left Wheel, (Ditto to form) 
From the Right- N ubdivifions to 
the Front form Column. (Ditto to form) 


From the Left of Squadrons, by Subdtvifions to 
the Rear form Colump.  . itto to form) 


By Files from the Carre of 8 
Column to the Front, ) (Bugle to 


to form) 


By Files, from the Flanks of Squadrons to the * 


Ceurre, form Golumn to:the Naar. (Ditto? 


e 


. Ld the Flanks of ly to the” 


1513 0 Fou. (Di 2 1 105 


- Prom th Plans of gane ie tothe ON 
271 (Ditto) ie A! bas 


8 e , to 725 Rios Wheel. Right, Wheet, 
M1 Mob Right about, M, 
The - ſame to the Left. 


J the. Right,. Wheel: the. Gal, s 4 
D4 7 .q pnattg 


on, form 


1 1 | 
VA... The fame, to the Ne wit wwihs 
On the YO Cent" Pile of Be hui; form 
21 noCalumn io tbr Front. (Sagi / 
From the Flanks of the Line to tht Centre, * 
_ #107) Cohn the Rear. (Dato) 


1 % o r gniloadνν clcter” 
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Pr \for cavalry and infantry, 
zmuſt be as. an alogous as the nature. of 
the two ANNE will 4 9 ; the fame Words of 


command, and methods of formation and 

movement; auld a8 far as pfbhle be adopted, 

and take place in tlie ſeparats. and combined 

manceuy des z the gr 8 vantages thence ariſ- 

Ing are obvious; ide Pat P. 22. 

T he author” "ny endeavoufed to adopt the 
WA MAN 


* A colu is an . of ſe rate bodies placed 
in a N line bi aud — each — 


* Dundas p-. 69. 
wr” : = Þ 4; j above 
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above maxim in the inſtructions for the ex- 
cution and formation of the following columns 
and deployments into line; he was at the time 
he collected the matter, from Which he was 
enabled to form this little work, Aid du Camp 
toa General officer in the Britiſm ſervier, of 
cat celebrity, and of tried and approved 
ill; Pure 14-0; followi — 
the cam 
— as near — nature of the 
arms W admit, in the munner herein 
directed. Ni Ars „ of? "+ 4 25952 
— — — | 
always attend to when he is at exerciſe, on 
which: depends the preciſion.) with which be 
| 238 the r viz, to — 
uadron raight, not to er 
| 8 ea iy rn" of direc» 
tion; always to be, when in column, on the 
pivot flank of the diviſion he commands: and 
to be very careful to preſerve the: 3 
eren and line 3 
When reducing e — 
to recollect to wait till the ſquadron which is 
neareſt the point of apui 2 thus, if 
the formation begins on the right to wait rillthe 
adron immediately on his tight has form 
in line, and is perfectly ſteady, before he be- 
ginsto move vp into line—1 6 make his 5 


Tod: 


N 
* 

— — — 
— 3 — 


14 1 
dress 10 the ſame flank the formation begins 
at," and to be himſelf: within three file of — 
ofihis:own ſqu,jJe n. 

It is impaſſible to go on a nighs ing fron 
. to another; without taking forme 
intervening mark, which muſt be always — 
in a line with the objet 8 

The irregularity which a of. Direc 
iu would cauſc in a line, by not — 
tlie exatteſt urafarmity of pace, and by not 

immediately ſtraight, is not to be con- 
ceived but by thoſe —— have witneſſed ſit; it 
is therefare abſolutely neceſſury that officers 
ſhould underſtand the method of taking ob- 


jets to match on, nm nen the fol- 


lowing wax 5611 #2315235 
An officer intends irc ſiraight to a 
caſtle, church, any —2 and fixed 
object, as far off as he can fee; this he keeps 
conſtantiy in his eye, and at the ſame time 
obſerves ſome ratervening abhiact, fuck as n 
buſh, &c. which he always keeps in à line 


with the firſt * _ nnn 


1 oil If 


* ®: 997 ibaa * eats 8 

preciſion, without relying on ſome ſmall por- 

= 115 it, to direct and regulate: the movement ; Hog 
we it is generally a ſquadron, on whom all 

others depend, hath #s to the of the movement 


3 * the ſquadron of * 
rection. 
theſe 


* 


[6] 


theſe two objects covering exaciiy, he may be 
certain that be is going ugh blow N g 
bers ate t ru VIZ. when the 
right of the line the front, or head of 
the column, the left, flank of that column 
ſhould cover; becauſe, to reform the line, the 
divine muſt. wheel to the leſt, and it will 
always happen that troops will not be equally 
ſtrong . Sickneſe, death, and many other ac- 
cidents will occur to weaken one troop more 
than another; therefore, the only, means of 
counteracting the irregularity of numbers, 
is the attention to the exact covering of the 


pivot files, and the diſtance or interval be- 


tween diviſions in open column. As there : 
fore the leſt flank. of the column muſt cover, 
having the tight in front; the right flank muſt 
cover when the leſt or rear is in front. 
Ihe next rule is, all changes from line into 
column, muſt be done by filing ® from the 


Do | * 
Columns are formed on any telling of the 


line, according to the nature of the defile 
p. Whilſt the f open column is in motion, of- 
ficers ſhould be at the pivot flanks of the divi- 
fions they command; in cloſe column a ſmall 


-* Vide Dundas, N 70 % 93,707 mn Fe 
+ This explanation is adapted to movements of c0- 
lumn on foot. .290u4 110} has aol aol” ws: 


el WE . | ſpace 
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ſpikes Vetihantvench diviſion : Were they cloſe 
up, it would impede the movements of the 
column In open column the interval or 
between each ſhould be equal to the 
of the diviſion, otherwiſe. ann not 


who tilde Mete 50k unos: 2 FL lot | 


As this work is intended to refer 2 — | 


fineſs of a regiment mounted, it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that When in line; there is generally a 
e between each ſquadron equal to its front; 
is ſpace muſt be preſerved in open column; 
ſo that the interval is then equal to twiee the 
length of che front of the ſquadron, becauſe 
as above directed, the interval between each 
ſquadron in line, is as long as the front of one, 
ſquadron; and, as in open column the inter. 

val is always underſtood to be as long as the 
front of one of its diviſions ; this added to the 
line interval gives a diſtance equal to two 
fronts. It is the only material difference there 
is between the method A hn rome. a png 
and a horſe column.“ 


n | 
* 'Since the author wrote this, oy 34 * the 


9. — prjpe regulations which the Britiſh cavalry under 


ommand of Major General Dundas, who re- 
mained on the continent, were to adopt : in thoſe, 
they order the interval to be only equal to one third, 
as Alfo the opening of ranks to the open order, to be 
only equal to one third of the front. "he ſquadrons 
there conſiſted of two troops only, and were told off 
into files, threes, and half troops. 
2&1 [| - A mounted 


On ER adg  £ oIOG Aa* 
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A mounted column may have occaſion to 
retreat in the ſame Anderen it advanced on; 
as the leading diviſion will be the firſt ho 
feels the check, the method they take ol go- 
ing about ſhould be followed by the whole ; 
in hore as the firſt is the leading and the di- 
recting diviſion; whatever he does the ſuceeed - 
ing ones ſhould, repeat, f and the officers 
ſhould take care to ſpeak loud and clear, ſo 
that thoſe in the rear may hear and repeat the 
orders to their reſpective ſquadrons. 

Columns may be formed om either of the 
flanks, or any other gion ſquadron of the 


al chanijing fronts; it will be * * 
Mie: to form in open column on the ground 
to be occupied by the line, and then wheel 2 
the diviſion, by which means the pivot flank 
cach company becomes an intermediate point, 
and theſe covering well between and on the 
outward flank points of the new alignment, 
the line muſt be correct and well formed. 

Columns ſhould be always reduced * * 
the diviſions by double die. * 


* In kak the leading divi®on is 18 that of 
ion. Vide Dundas, 
- + General Dundas diretts "he officer commanding 
a column to be at the head of it. | 


EXAMPLE 


2 


4 f rot IN: Xi 
Dot. (hs ! 1 N 2173 401 117 

6d {Spppoſera line compoſed of five —_ 

at exerciſe, in all the followin E _ . 


C90 TIN: 18 © 7 Fer 


ib ds hes WORD or COMMAND. is tron 
On the third of the Line, ap ah 
Key e IS I IT 


15.0 ol 


v. be ”* Marth. : 


Lids, 15 24 


The third is the center 8 ofthe line, 
conſequently the iſt and whe the might, 
and the,4th,and 5th the left. | 

As the column is ordered to be formath — 
the zd ſquadron, it muſt (as muſt. all others 

in a ſimilar caſe, and at the ſame time, that 
is, being the giyen ſquadron, or that on which 
the others are to form) ſtand faſt. 

The next conſideration is, the right. flank is 
dared to be in front: to arrive therefore at 
their proper deſtinations, the ſquadrons on the 

right malt file from the left to front of the 3d 
ſquadron, and thoſe on the leſt to the rear of it. 
The word of command for the oſſicers to their 
. e wil *. for Raw on the 
right, 

From the Left File to the Frou. Maid 
For thoſe on the left, | 


From the Right, File to the Rear, March. 


of 


— — - — 
_— —_ 
- 


f 
5 
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Tig. I. T Oi Huuitiom 

Fig. 2“, S-cond Dr Open Columm- 
Fig. 3 Third Dor duns Column 
Fig. A Foints ol Alignment 
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1 2 J 
Taking care to, cover each other, and the 
third ſquadron in the rear, as do Allo the right, 
in the front of if, Ai KO TORT eTT OP 


o ? 1 * LY 4 N 
y 6 ei ot it; of al t aer oT 


"METHOD-OF, FORMATIONW . 


The firſt general rule muſt now be practiſed, 
the right is in front; the leſt flank of the co 
lumn muſt. cover, being the pivot. 

In the word of command from the exerciſ- 
ing officer, he pauſes at the word column, 
when a ſergeant * from each diviſion trots 
briſkly off to the front or rear, according to the 
flank he comes from, and places himſelf at a 
proper diſtance +. from, and covering exactly 
the left flank. of the third or given quadton; 
each officer then conducts his Iquadron. to the 
ſergeant, thoſe bn the left going behind their: 
ſergeant till the left flank is up to him. 

eſe ſame rules and directions will hold 
for the formation of the column, on any 
other quadro having the right in front. 
I thie left is in front, the fame direction 're- 
GG 


No ſergeant can cover or Ureſs' Engle ob- 
ject, he has two however, the 2 the front 
and rear ranks of the given ſquadron, and he ſhould 
be taught the method of taking objects. 

TR ide firſt general rule, p. 43 


AA HOW 


vg 


— 


— "a — 
1 r — 
+— AW — 


K 
, — f | 
(wü „„ - 


ſs 4 
— 


i 
* 


- 
—— — 
— 


"Fn Jag” 7.5 165". . « 4. Ll — 1 
£24 aw a 4 * _ * ” * 8 : 
K * 8 — THIS =» . 
ws % At * 7 — — * — 1 . 1 
© i TOE OREN oo. ont 
1 * 5 3 * % + — " \ * 


| # 
— % | > 
1 
1 - 


cw 


— — - * 


4 * — — * — way, 
* * 2 * - 
r * * = 
N 


© 0 —_— th. * 
— ＋ 
TW. — jo * - WW 8 
= — 8 
oY "_ * » ©”. 
= 20 1 
5 
+4 La £ 
PII Th » 7 
- 
* . 


( 48 ] 


now +6 RUE THz cbt Rs ww 
"THE THIRD DIVISION BY FORMING I 
TO ITS FRONT OR REAR. "© *© DO7 Ni 


To reform the line to its front is a very eaſy 
operation and is thus done? 


Delia NR N Sunn 14a MT 


Redute the (Bumm by rin K the Line to the? 
2 1708 ty Third Diyi8r0n.” aint 
—-WIT Far 
un Pen oh, Column, 1 oi Wd 
21951! nee SY Hu. fre g72 9 * 
ito ine 


Ad: Of dt 
[> Rs Ee Aae 


70 form cloſe column, is to Ulsle up to the! 
front ſquadron till your front rank is at aboiit 
cloſe order from the rear rank, the officer be. 
ing M its Nun 45 


it nol ai Hi iin 12 


Dian FORMATION: „er a 
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T0 form the line: the pooh all of. "the? 
right. file to the right, going perfe@ly en 


edge come oppoſite their ground, they 
eee Forward. © Tall. E 
CC 


* This wa if the coin in In 
Watt m 
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This is the operation of the ſquadrons on 
tho right of the cenitre or third ſquadron which 
moves gently on as ſoon as the right are 
clear of him, till he has taken up the ground 
on which the head of the column firſt ſtood.® 

The operations of the leit are the fame as 
thoſe of the right, the wards * we de- 
ing reverſed. 

The adjutant and a denn ſhould; on the 
word liue from the exerciſing” officer, go to 
the flank, and aline themſelves with the head 
of the column, to mark the wy point of 
alinement. / 

The officers commanding the ae debug 
muſt obſerve, that though the words of com- 
mand expreſs what the operation of reducing 
the column in this manner is, yet there is a 
great deal of attention required to conduct 
each ſquadron to its place, with that exacti- 
tude neceſſary to form a good line. It may 
be faid that, when balls are flying round as 
thick as hail=Syſtem, dreſſing and all tactick 
may go to the devil; the quickeſt way of 
forming is the beſt. Granted, and the moſt 
regular way is the quickeſt, becauſe it is cer- 
tain, and unconfuſed; and when ſoldiers are, 


* He ſhould ſend off a 9 to uke up the 
ound, on which the officer who commands the lead - 
ing ſquadron ſtood, in order to mark the ſpot he is to 

move hs to, 1 | 
2 by 


1981 


by practice, accuſtomed to act on one pritici- 
„they will always find it the readieſt, ea- 

ell and quickeſt. Theſe inſtructions are dos | 
meant as a treatiſe on the art of war; they are 
the explanation of the ſyſtem. ordered by the 
King to be practiſed by his whole army. The 
officer after having given the word to turn to 
the front, muſt call to mind the ſecond-obfers 
vation in the roth chapter, and then ſending 
out his flanker, to aline himſelf on the ſqua» 
dron ho formed immediately before him, 
leads his ſquadron up into on riding himſelf 
on the outſide of the flanker, and who is an in- 
termediate point of the alinement, halts his 
ſquadron, forming them from the flanket on 
the point of apui— this direction mult be al- 
ws ableryed in leading a ſquadron up: into 
UNE, 

Should it be necelfary to form the line to the 
wear, wheel the ſquadron to the right about; 
and then the operation is the ſame as Above 
| deſeribed. having the left in front. 

This example will ſuffice to ſhew the nature 
of columns, with be Right in Front. 

Calumns having the left in front are e 
on the ſame principle, the rules and directions 

ing the reverſe of thoſe for the right! in * 


as tor example. 
A column with the eight in front, coyers 


* 'See plate firſt, L. W. N 755 


FM 
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on the left flank, that by wheeling the ſqua- 
drons to the left, they may reform the line to 
u proper front, therefore à column led -by ' 
ne left, or having the left in front, muſt co- 
r omthe right flank, becauſe to reform the 
ne the ſquadron muſt wheel to the right. 
The author preſumes to recommend to all 
Wicers, when at exerciſe, to adopt the mode 
marking the ground or ſtations, which one 
two of the leading ſquadrons are to take 
in going from ſine into column, or from 
lumn into line, with ſerjeants or officers; 
very great preciſion with which lines and 
lumns will by this means be formed, will 
Wply repay the little time loſt by theſe oſſi · 
s going off for that purpoſe. He begs bis 
der's attention to ſhew the utility of this 
im, by pointing out the very great diſ - 
antages and danger à line might be 
pught into by not adopting that or ſome 
er mode of marking, by intermediate 
nts, the ground which may appear neceſ- 
y to be occupied. | | 
column was ordered to advance and 
the line, with the right flank protected 
the ſtrong ground it was to occupy, and 
left by a deep ravine. The column was 
by the left, and it entered on the ground 
he ravine; ſo that being an open column 
companies, the rr ing one, which was 1 
2 


1 1 


left of the line, had nothing to do but to wheel 
his company to the left, and dreſs. it well on 
— point of apui. Some contuſion happen- 
in the rear of the column, the General 
(cho had given his orders as clear as poſſible, 
and which had been as clearly cartied to the 
colonel who commanded the brigade) left 
the formation to him, and went to ſee what 
occaſioned the delay or confuſton in the rear. 
He was not, however, à little diſpleaſed to 
find, on his return to the front, that the alinesf | 
ment taken * companies already formed 
was ſome to the rear of the front he had 
ordered to iGo marked by two camp colours; 
had thrown his right off the ſtrong ground 
and left it for the enemy, the niovement w- a 
ſtopped, and the time it took to correct the? 
error was incredible; nor after all was it 
good ſine. Had the formation gone on, ing 
ſtead of taking the ſuppoſed enemy!s columm 
in flank, as was his intention, the left flank 
of his army would have wn capoiogy 
ro them. 2 


© FXAMPLE 1 | +113 al 


"On: the Centre Squadron 'of Lite: to 25 Front) 
| form open Column. 
March, . 


n Vide plate ſeeond. * OR 
7 FOR. 
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The centre ſquadron at the word match, 
moves forward gently. The ſquadrons on the 
right file to the left, thoſe on the left file to 
the right, and move on in that direction. 
The two ſquadrons on the right and left of 
the centre one, the right however immediately 
following it, as ſoon as it comes on the ground 
the centre ſtood on, turns to the right, and 
moves on, after it. The fourth ſquadron 
moves on filing to the rear of the ſecond, till 
his leading file covers the right flank, it then 
turns to the left and follows; the other ſqua- 
drons right and left alternately follow in the 
ſame manner, till the whole are in column. 
This column is reduced by firſt forming 
cloſe column, and then, when ordered to 
form line, the right ſquadron file to the right, 
the left to the left, till oppoſite their proper 
front, then turn to the front, trot up briſkly. 
dreſs by the centre; who Halls at the word 
line: The' officers, as ſoon as their ſquadron 
are formed, order | 
Eyes Centre. 


It might alſo have been reduced by an 
echellon movement *, which will be explained 
hereafter, that is, the nature of forming echel- 


* Vide Example fifth. 
E 3 lon 
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lon lines. It might alſo have been reduced 
by deploying from either flank, as will be 
ſcen by the following example, which ſhews 
how to reduce a column on the rear {quadron, 
But had not the obſtacles mentioned occurred, 
they might have reduced it by filing. All the 
rear. diviſions . to the left,” and forming each. 
after it arrived oppoſite” its proper: ſtation in 
line on the right ſquadron ; the officer com- 
manding ſquadron mult recolle& the fore- 
going inſtructions in this, as, well * 81 VN 
other an ee, 


EXAMPLE. m. 


A cloſe e, with the right in from; | 
comes on ground, where ſome" obſtacle, mo- 
raſs, or wood, or river, immediately on the 
left flank, occalions the impoſſibility of de · 
lig to that flank; yet it is abſolutely ne. 

ary to form the oe to the front; "m0 


WORD OF-COMMAND-- || 
On the Rear Squadron of the Column to the © 
4 ront form the Line. 
FR \ \FORMATION, | 
Every, Fah but left or rear of: the 


"4 o 


* Vide plate the third. 
1 column, 


E 

column, files to the right. The rear ſqua- 
dron, when the others are quite clear of it, 
moves gently on, taking up, and waiting for 
each ſquadron, ſucceſſively to form the line, 
till it comes on the ground the leading or 
head column ſtood firſt on. 
The adjutant takes care to gallop to the 
right, to mark the point of alinement for the 
rig Bonk. [2 dae, 
ene Iy: 1 = | 

Suppoſe the enemy is advancing. on. the 
rear oY the right flank of a column; you wiſh- 


to ſhew him a front, to check him, or to fight 


him if neceflary, 
WORD OF COMMAND. 


On the Center Squadron, The Right in Front, to 
the Rear form open Column! March. 


FORMATION, 


Centre ſquadron wheels to the right about, 
the ſquadrons on the right file from the left.to 
the rear, thoſe on the Ik. file from the right to 
the front form an open column on the cen- 
ot or given ſquadron to that ſame front it has 
taken. | 

The ſergeants, as uſual, mark the ground 
their reſpeCtive ſquadrons are to form on. 


E 4 


: 
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On obſerving the explanatory plate (the 
ſourth). the reader will ſee another method 
of deploying, from the foregoing example 
it will be on the leading ſquadron; for the 
bad ground on the right renders it impoſſible: 
for the line to be formed on any other ſqua - 
dron: this deployment is on the ſame prinei- 
ple as that of the third example; with the dif- 
ference of the leading, inſtead of the reat qua 
dron, for the point of apui. | 

A cloſe column ſometimes may be required 
to open itſelf, in order to co-operate with an 
other column. The operation is extremely 
ſimple, it is only halting in fucceſſion the rear 
_ diviſions of the column, till the interval be- 
twixt each is as large as double the length of 
the front rank of diyiſion. 225 


1 


Of the Movement in Echellon. 


Echellops are formed on a flank adyanced, 
or on the centre advanced, or any given ſqua- 
dron or ſquadrons, and may if neceſſary, be 
changed in the march; allo by wheeling, the 
rear ſquadrons of the open column an eighth 
of the circle; which is commonly called Half. 

„ eg dd earl © 


895 
* 
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wheel, in order to form the line to the ſame 
front the column ws marching to, as wilt 
be ſhevn in the following example 
Suppoſe the open column, with the vi 
in front is ordeted to form che Mae to 
front: the officer commanding it having firſt 
halted it, gives the word to all the ſquadrons 
f the leading one, to | 


| Half Wheel in ibe li. Mars... al 


At the word 7%, rhe flank men of the rear | 
ſquadron advance, and place themſelves, and 
at the fame time dreſs in as perfect a line as 
45 on the ſpot where the right flank is to 

alt at, on the Dr of the half-wheel. 
(See the plate, fig. 1.) At the word march, 
they wheel. Each officer halting his qua: 
dron, which done, the officer LEAR 5. 
gives the word 
Form Line.” 


W hen ** ſauadron moves up into line, 
in the ſame direction as de carte and — 
lines are drawu. 

It is however proper to 2 that this 
formation when done well, is as fine àa move- 
ment as can be; but if ill, and irregu 
done, is alto ether as ugly and confuſed, It 
depends on he attention of the, officers com- 


2 ſquadrons---They ſhould, 3 


158 1 


moſt up to the new alinement (Vide fig, 2. of 
the ſame Plate) ſquare their 1 — to the 
front, by bringing up the ſhoulders, which are 

ued to the rear; in this movement, it 
would be the left ſhoulders * officer * 
n arder, ren 


Left's houlders ee. 


* At the ſame time the right flanker mould 
advance to the front, and dreſs himſelf by the 
right, on the ſquadron on his right, and ſhould 
there wait. The officer who, when the column 


took the echellon form, ſhould have advanced 


and placed himſelf in the front of the third 
file from the right, now goes on the right 
flank, taking care however to go alſo on the 
outſide, or right of the flanker who firſt ad- 
vanced at the point of alinement; and look- 
ing to the left, halts his ſquadron Juſt as the 
left flank covers the left point of 2 ; 


or point of apui, which i is denoted by the camp 


colour B. 

The echellon with one flank advanced will 
be more eaſily explained by the a4 to 
the firſt figure in the plate. 

Fig. II. is the echellon with the centre ad- 
ninded>" The lines A B and CD are to ſnew 


* Vide the directions in Example I. page 49. be · 
gining with the following words, The officers, com- 


* Og hm muſt obſerve,” &c. 
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the formation in potence, which may after- 
wards be taken by wheeling the right wing to 
the right; and the left to the left. 

I have obſerved: that in all changes of front 
from line, it will be neceſſary firſt to form in 
open column, which the following example 
ſhall elucidate. Suppoſe the line is threatened 
with an attack on its right flank, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to change the front by a movement to 
the left. Mark the alinement you mean to oc- 


cupy, then place the ſquadron which appears 


mo eligible to you to form, on, with its right 
flank on the new line, well alined between the 
two given points you have fixed on for the 
new alinement: this done, by ordering an 
open column to be formed with the | 
front on that ſquadron, and after by 8 
the ſquadrons up to the right, the whole will 
be well and correctly formed on the ſpot you 
wiſh, It may alſo be done by ordering the 
ſquadrons to file into the alinementon the ſqua- 
dron fixed 6n by the commanding officer. 
The echellon was, I am told, à favourite 
manceuvre of the old king of Pruflia's: the 


great advantage of it appears to be, that you - 
can bring any part of your line into action, 
well ſupported without endangering that part 


you wiſh to favour, Flanks allo are eaſier 
ained by this movement than by any other, 


or 5 deceiving to the enemy; _ 
* 
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the echellon obliques, it is almoſt impoſſible to 
tell, till it is cloſe upon you, whether it is a 
line moving to the front or not.— lt ſhould in 
my opinion, be much practiſed. 
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pare CHAP. XI. * Pry eu oey 


Of the Counter Mar cg 
INES, columns, and diviſions of columns, 
whether open or cloſe, may be counter 
marchet. e ole 1 
A line may be counter marched, from ei- 
ther flank or on the center, either in file or 
by any other diviſion, or telling of it; the 
principle of the movement is always the ſame. 
To countermarch the line of ſquadron by 
files from the right, is nothing more than the 
operation of filing round to the rear, keeping 
_ cloſe to the croups of the rear ranks horſe, til 
3 the right flank is on the ground where the left 
4 ſtood, and then turning the horſes head ww 
7 e 


„ 
leſt, the front is changed, and the movement 
completed, the principle, as before obſerved; 
is preciſely the ſame when done either by fours 
or quarter ranks, The counter march of the 
line on its center is a more a dan 
neſs; and is thus done 
Make the center ſquadron wheel on its own 
centre, which is donc as follow. 
The right half ſquadron trots — 
about the length of half its front rank, this 
gives the left half ſquadron room to wheel to 
the: right about; the right half, at the ſame 
time, wheels to the left about; ad then trots 
up and dreſſes by the left, on the left half 
ſquadron. This changes the front of the centre 
ſquadron on the ſame ground it firſt occupied. 
The right wing then files from his left, to the 
left; when the leading file has gone far 
enough, ſo as to take his proper diſtance from 
the center ſquadron, by being ordered to 
form to the left about, he reverſes his front, re 
and will occupy the ſame: ground which the 
right flanker of the left wing has quſt quitted. 
| The left wing will be under the neceſſity of 
advancing to the front, ſo as to clear the right 
and not interrupt him in his filing, and will 
then file from his right, and by reverſing his 
front, place his right flanker on the ground 
previouſly occupied by the left flanker of —— 
rig 
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1 
right wing. The plate will explain what more 
Io countermarch open column, is to make 
the rear ſquadron change ſituation with the 
directing or leading ſquadron; the firſt ſtep 
conſiſts in the rear 1 obliquing to 
the front by the pivot flank, till it clears the 
ſquadron before it; for, ſuppoſing the column 
was at firſt formed with the right in front, 
the pivot was on the left flank'; being ordered 
to countermarch, the left will then lead, and 


the right flank will become the pivot, and 


though by the operation of countermarching 
the column changes its ground its own breadthy 

t it muſt not change the front towards which 
it was advancing, but continue in the ſame di- 
rection. Thus the ground, the left flank 


whilſt pivots moved on, will be the ſame the 


right flank, now become pivots, will have to 


move on. Each ſquadron in ſucceſſion from 


the rear performs the ſame evolution. The 
uſe of counter marching the open column is, 
when two or more are ordered to aſſemble at 
a given ſpot, having marched from different 
places, ſhould one of theſe have been formed 
with its right in front and 'the others: with 
their left; in order to co-operate with theſe, 
it muſt countermarch, and not to loſe time, it 


may be done whilſt in motion, of 
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In cloſe column the alternate ſquadrons; 
ſuch as the 2d and 4th, move out of the co- 
lumn, and when clear, all counter march to 
the pivot on their own ground, thoſe that 
moved out to wake room filing again into 
-The open l when attacked in the 
rear, may be counter marched. by diviſions; 
that is, each divifion of it counter-marching 
on its own ground to the pivot, tle 1 905 
flankert Fenn their front. 8x 40 © 
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L HAVE honed many old and experienced 
bree lay, that a regiment: cannot be in 
dangerous a form as when in file, and there- 

* particularly heavy cavalry ought to avoid 
filing, and when obliged to file through a de- 
ſilsc, to: reform the ſquadron,, as ſoon as hora 
kne 


„ 
the ground will admit of it. 1 have endea- 
voured to get ſome information "reſpecting 
this evolution, and from what I have learned, 
am convinced that there cannot be ſo danger 
ous a ſituation as being in file. The $th light 
dragoons were ſwept off a cauſeway when or- 
dered in the year 1794 to attack the French 
in a village, to which the cauſeway led, and on 
Which they advanced. It was ſaid, that of 


ſixty; odd file who marched out to the attack, 


only 16 or 18 returned, ſuch havoc did two 
mall pieces of cannon make among them as 
they advanced in file. | 

In paſſing bridges and other narrow places 
I have tried the following method, and if ſuf- 
ficient: confidence can be placed in the ſkill 
of the officer, who commands the leading 
{quadron, it will anſwer ; but all depends on his 
judgement, as the attention of the command- 
ing officer of the regiment will be taken up 
in making the rear ſquadrons move off into 
ile at the proper place, which is the ſame ſpot 
that the leading one ſtarted from. Suppoſe, 
therefore, the open column of ſquadrons ad- 
yancing come up to a bridge. The time It 
would take to file off from one flank inthe uſual 
flow way is incredible, there are authors 'who 
fay it would be quicker done to diſmount half 
the men of a large body of cavalry, and make 
another bridge. The following calculation 


* 


e 
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calculation will prove that it muſt occupy a 
long ſpace of time. A column moves at the 
rate of three miles an hour; the "ſquadron 
conſiſting of 36 file occupies in front 48 yards, 
therefore as the column is 60 minutes going 
1760 yards, which make a mile, the firſtiqua- 
dron will be nearly two minutes before it has 
ſtretched itſelf into file, at its common pace ot 
3 miles per hour; as the left flanker, ſuppoſing 
the ſquadron filed from the right, has to ride 
48 yards, which is the 3ad part of a mile, be- 
fore the right flanker of the ad ſquadron can 
move; conſequently the ſecond ſquadron is de- 
tained two minutes, and two more he will be 
in filing off himſelf, makes four, which the 

d ſquadron will be detained before it can poſ- 
ibly move; thus ſhould there be zo ſquadrons, 
it will be a long time before the 2oth can 
move, and then will be at leaſt a mile in the 
rear of the leading ſquadron, ſo that if the co- 
lumn is retreating he may be awkwardly ſitu- 
ated, and much annoyed by the purſuing ene- 
my; and if going to attack, may come up too 
late to ſupport the head, who may have been 
beat whilſt the rear were creeping up. There- 
fore let the motion of the column be as flo 
as they can walk; but when it is neceſſary to 
file, let the leading ſquadrons, at a few yards 
from the entrance of the defileẽ, daſh off on a 


hard gallop, in a column of files on the four 


centre, 


L 66 J : 
centre, or by double files from a, flank, the 
ſucceeding ſquadrans then moving an at their 
original pace till they come up to the ſpot the 
leading one moved from, then gallop off, con- 
tinuing at that pace as long as the head conti- 
nues moving in it; thus the regular mation 
of the column is not decreaſed or increaſed, 
which might be productive of anather difad. 
vantage, Which is—A General orders an at · 
tack to be made at a certain point, ſome bri- 
gades may have to march 10 miles, others 
only four, therefore the General calculates by 
the miles diſtant, how much time each bri- 
gade will require, ſo that all may arrive at the 
point of attack at the ſame moment, which 
if they failed to do, the expedition might not 
be attended with ſucceſs ; thus the column of 
cavalry who have to march nine miles muſt 
perform it in three hours, and L have juſt ſhewn 
what a check even a common bridge would 
cauſe, as there are no bridges wide enough to 
admit a ſquadron of cavalry in line. I before 
ſaid, great judgement was required in the offi- 
cer conducting the column, for though in 
paſſing a bridge as ſoon as the ſquadron is 
over, it may form and reaſſume its original 
place, each ſquadron of the column having 
the ſame length of ground to gallop, the re- 
gular; motion of the column will not be al- 
tered ; but in a lane it will not do, there the 
leading 


U 


ſquadron to the front alſo without halting. 
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leading officer muſt judge how long it will be 


before the whole column are in file, and 
muſt continue a good canter till the whole 
are in file, Never go into file if you can 
move in column, ſhould it be even of fours 
only, and if the defilẽe is wide enough to ad- 
mit half a ſquadron, let that half immediatel 
oppoſite it enter it in line, and let the other half 
drop back in file as marked in the plate, which 
is meant to repreſent a ſquadron entering a 
defilee capable of receiving half a ſquadron, 
the right are entering, the column continues 
moving, and the right file of the left half 
ſquadron moves off covering the two left file 
of the right half, nor will this at all check the 
rear ſquadron, becauſe as ſoon as they arrive 
at the ſpot, the firſt ſquadron ſhortens its front, 
and though the right half continues, the left half 
halts, till, as I before ſaid, they are in file from 
their right ; as the interval between the ſqua- 
drons is double the length of the front, it 
gives 2 room enough for one half to be in 
le, for they allow the length of one horſe to 
be equal to the breadth of four, therefore as 
the column is four times longer in file than 
in line, one half in file will occupy twice its 
length, which is the proper — between 
ſquadrons in open column. They re- form the 
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ö + GEE Ra is a: A 3, 
i. Inſtructions to Officers at their 
Poſts in Squadron. 


 { NFFICERS are not to conceive that por the 
being placed on the flank of a quar- officers 
ter rank and their not quitting it, is all — 
that is required in that poſt; if the offi- . 
cer commanding a quarter rank does his 
duty, and is properly attentive, he will 
find that his ſituation is by no means de- 
void of trouble. The officer command- 
ing the ſquadron has the moſt to do, and 
is anſwerable for the activity and regula- 
rity of its manceuvres ; but every officer 
is anſwerable to him for the quarter rank | 
he commands, and conſequently can by - 
his attention add to the expertneſs of his 
ſquadron's movement; at the beſt, thoug 
inattention may do no harm (which how- 
ever is by no means probable) yet the 
ſtupid, wooden appearance of a man ri- 
ding juſt where his horſe chuſes to carry 
him, without ſeeming to have an idea of 
what he ought to do, is ſo ſhocking, that 
the thought alone of the appearance a 
gentleman is making, thus abſorbed in 
Ignoxant inattention, would ſtimulate the 
RE F 3 moſt 


4. ..4 
moſt ſupine temper, to acquire a knows , 
ledge of his profeſſion, and preſerve him- 
ſelf from the deriſion and contempt of 
the ſoldiers round, who are generally nei- 
ther the worſt nor the molt delicate cri- 
tics of an officer's profeſhonal knowledge. 
Each ſquadron is led by an officer, who, 
wow} when there are beſides himſelf, four or 
ing officer more officers, is not to take the com- 
offquadron mand of a quarter rank, but always to 
line, remain, when the ſquadron is in column 
of files, quarter rank, or any other tel- 
ling, on the flank; when in line, immedi- 
ately before the ſtandard advanced two 
horſes lengths. 

Particular He will obſerve the reaſon for his be- 
attention ing on the flank of the ſquadron, when 
of the com- in the above mentioned ſituations, is, 
manding when in file to make the front and rear 
ſquadron, rank ride together in a perfect drels, 
when infile making the files gradually, not by ſudden 

or column, g 
* movements, take up their proper diſtance 
from each other; when they are halted, 
or the pace altered from the gallop to 
the trot, or from the trot to walk, retain 
their horſes, and bring them to the pace 
ordered; alſo when ordered to increaſe 
the pace, to make each man take it at 
the ſame moment; and at the halt make 
each file perfeQly feady, and in the nicef 
7 accuracy 
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of covering. He muſt alſo, when Command. 

the ſquadron is filing either to the front r ingotfcer's 
rear, ride on the inſide flank, that is — 4 — 
having a ſquadron on his right, and on . 
bu ll keeping however pretty cloſe to 
his own-ſquadron : he is placed in this 
ſituation in order to aſſiſt the leading file 
in preſerving the proper interval. 
When the ſquadron is ordered to form Command- 
the line from file, ho muſt make cach file ingoficer's 
form in ſuccrſſion, and dome deter - rrenclun 
minedly.up to his ground, without p to the for- 

ing his horſe ; to effect which each man f fle t 

d make his horſe form a ſmall ſec - line. 
tion of the circle, by going a little to the 
rear of the file who forms immediately be- 
fore him, and then turning his horſe, ei- 
ther the right or leſt, as may be required, 
When 97 — is in column of — 2 
quarter ranks, commandin ng Sag 
ſhould make the officers-of hin:{quadiad 15. n in 
commanding them, cover to the pivot column of 
flank, preſerve their proper diſtanee — 
from each other, and keep their men all 
dreſſed to the pivot: he ſhould alſo cau- 
tion the officer who commands the lead- 
ing quarter-ranks not to cloſe; or fly 
from column of direction: in hort; his 
buſineſs is to be conſtantly correct 
1 F 4 ſuc 
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ſuch errors as he may Perecive in his 
ſquadron. 

The movement of a line of 8 
whether two, four, or twenty, depends 
intirely on the officers Who command 
them. They muſt be at all times in a 
perfect alinement with the officer õ 
commands the ſquadron of direction; on 
them depends alfo the preſervation of the 
interval. The men of the ſquadron have 


nothing to do but to look to the centre 


of the ſquadron they belong; to Rep it 
ſolid, and to make the center: file always 
follow the b who: commands the ſqua · 
drop; di on d e s 1 10-09; 1 
But . to aſlſt the commandi 
officer in the preſervation of the inter 
he may place an officer on his — 
flank, who may pccaſionally caſt his eye 


to the ſquadron next to him, and hu- 


mour the movement by calling right, or 
left, as may be required, at the ſame 
time cautioning the men, by ſaying, 
right (or left) legs to your horſe,” ac- 
cording to the hand you will throw the 
1 10. n 0 


* 1 n in wake rear f e 
in the opinion of . better ſituated for this 


The 
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The other: officers: of the ſquadron 
maſt attend alſo to what has juſt been 
pointed out to the commanding officer, 
and alſo that their men look to the pi- 
vot, are in good dreſs; and as bad ground 
or obſtacles occur, to direct them how 
to humour or ayoid them; however al- 
ways taking care to follow the ſame me- 
thod adopted by the diviſions before 
them, but on no account tòẽ begin the ne- 
ceſſary manœvures till they come on the 
very ſame ground the foremoſt diviſions 
began, and to re- aſſume their former 
ſhape on the ſame ground alſo, that the 
foremoſt diviſions did; thus when neceſ- 
ſary to quicken the pace, to paſs a narrow 
defilẽe of no long continuation, by daſh - 
ing off in file, not to do it till their divi- 
ſion comes on the ground on which the 
firſt diviſion commenced, and as above 
directed to re- form alſo on the fame 
ground they did. 

When the ſquadron is in line, and 
moving to the front, the commanding 
officer mult then regulate its movements, 
and as he perceives the ſquadron incline 
inwards, or fly outwards, that is ſuppoſing 
(which muſt always be the caſe) that the 
center file exactly covers him, as he finds 

it 


. I 
it 


hype 
of pace 
abeldteiy 
neceſſary. 
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ry to incline his horſez to that 
ſame he ſhould order his ſquadron 

to incline, by calling to the men to carry 
their bridle hands and legs to the flank he 
means to throw his horſe todo 
Tube officers are alſo deſired to obſerve, 
that the uniformity of pace muſt be at- 
tended to: the gallop, trot,” and walk, 
are three diſtinct paces, no man, there · 
fore, can be ſuffered to go any pace; but 
the one ordered; in charging, the officer 
will recollect, that there is the quick gullop 
and the ennter, the canter is the pace to 
begin at, nor ſhould it be inereaſed with- 
out particular orders. The officer muſt 
not daſh forwards, and then check his 
horſe, he ſhould "keep rather in the rear 
of the ſquadron of direction, and regu- 
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late his pace by t. 


Wo 
CHAP. XIV, 
Of ſearching a Country, 


LL columns ought to be preceded 8 an 
advanced guard, but in a country near 

the enemy, in order to inſure the ſafety of it, 
a very ſtrong and reſpectable one ſhould be 
formed, particularly if there is any reaſon to 
imagine the enemy are ambuſeaded, or mean 
to attack or harraſs you, ſo as to prevent the 


completion of the object of your movement. 


Monſieur Le Comte Drummond de Melford, a 
moſt able taQician, has, in a treatiſe of cavalry 
publiſhed by him, given the following plan for 
the diſtribution of an advanced guard, ſhew- 


ing alſo how to ſearch the country through 


which the column has to pals. 

The advanced guard conſiſting of 1 5 file, 
or 350 men, ſhould turn out an hour before 
the army it is to protect, in order to arrange 
them in the following manner. 

Form three diviſions of 25 file, or 30 men 
each, officered by a captain, lieutenant, cor- 
net, and quarter-maſter,—Tell them off into 
files, and into five ſections each: let each of 
theſe diviſions aſſume the n here Toke 

T 
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Take five file or three ſections from each di- 


viſion, give theſe ſections to the command of 
the lieutenant, cornet, and 'quarter-maſter; 
the captain keeps with the remainining ten 
file of his diviſion, Each ſection will then 
form in the ſame manner here deſeribed for 
the right, the command of which is given to 
the lieutenant in four ranks thus: 
| | one man, 
two men, 14 
three men, 

| four men. 

The ſingle man ſhould be an active, intelli- 
ligent fellow; a good ſergeant ſor inſtance, or 
a corporal; he ſhould alſo be poſſeſſed of 
ſtrong nerves, and not eaſily frightened; for 
as his buſineſs is to examine carefully ſuch 
places as appear to be likely to be ambul- 
caded, he will probably be the firſt who diſco- 
vers the enemy; on which, he is to halt his horſe, 
and fire his piſtol, as a ſignal of his having 
done ſo, which is to be repeated by one of 
the two men in his rear, and again by one of 
the three men, and one of the four, who all 
in this ſignal halt; this informs the captain, 
who is with his remaining ten file, which he 
alſo halts, that the enemy are diſcovered, and 
the ſpot where they are. Thus the ſingle man 
ſhould be very eautious not to give the alarm, 
until he is ſure he has diſcovered them,. Each 


of the three diviſions ſend out three ſections 
each, 


| E 
each, making nine in all, of ten men, ar- 
ranged as before deſeribed, taking each a dif- 
ferent road, ſeparate from each other at leaſt 
a hundred yards: when any one of the nine 
leading men gives the ſignal with his piſtol, all 
the other nine ſections muſt immediately halt. 
Should, however, the wind prevent its being 
heard, the captain who commands the divi- 
ſion, from which the ſection was formed that 
has given the alarm, muſt. diſpatch a man to 
the captain next him, who muſt not only take 
care to halt his ſection, but alſo give notice 
of the alarm to his neighbour, that he may do 
the ſame. | 6B; by, 

It is to be obſerved, that the three ſections 
of each diviſion muſt. be commanded: by the 
two ſubalterns and the quarter-maſter, and 
alſo that the nine leading men muſt endeavour 
to preſerve an alignment, this can only be 
done by unity of pace, for they will be ſo fat 
aſunder as not to ſee each other: but as the 
flank diviſions, together with their outward: 
ſections in particular, muſt, in order to ſepa- 
rate ſufficient, deſcribe a circular rout, the 
pace of the center diviſion and its ſections 
ſhould be flower, or at leaſt ſhould: ſet out a 
few minutes after the flanking ones. 

There muſt alſo be a ſpact of at leaſt 300 
yards between each rank of the different ſec- 
tions, therefore do not ſuffer the two men "1 
the 
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the 2d rank to march till the ſingle man is 
advanced 300 yards to the front, nor the gd 
rank till the ad has gained the ſame ground, nor 
ſhould the captain and his two ſections move 
till the th rank are advanced as far. 

The commanding officer of the advanced 
guard remains with his goo men to ſupport 
the ſearching parties, which he will move 
when he thinks proper: they ſhould be told off 
into three diviſions, each of which ſhould be 
again told off in files and ſections as the ſearch - 
ing party are, that if it is neceſſary for the ad- 
vanced guard to form, they may co-operate; 
half being told off one way, and half another, 
would in this caſe cauſe great confuſion. 

He ſhould, however, when he hears: the 
ſignal, ride quickly up to the ſpot, and recon- 
noitre before he undertakes any ſtep whatever. 
He will then be able to judge how to act, ei- 
ther to ſend intelligence back to the main 
army, or to ſcour the country with his own 
people. "Ne 

He ſhould alfo inform the officers com- 
manding the ſections of the different ſignals 
he will give either for their ranks falling back 
upon cach other till they get to theit captain, 
or for the continuation of the march. Each 
of theſe gentlemen ſhould ride up with his 4th 
file, and in order not to ſeparate too far from 
the next ſection upon his right, thould, _ 

woods, 


Woo 
woods, villages, or any intervening - object, 
keep it from his ſight, move to the right till 


he had found it again, and then if neceflary 
alter his direQtion of march, by galloping up 
e a 


to his ſingle man and ordering him to t 


point more to the right or left as required. 
The right ſection of all, being that of direc- 
tion, the officers will conſtantly feel for their 
ſeveral lines of march from the right, humour - 
ing the waving of the ſection of direction. 

To the captains, the commanding. officer 
ſhould alſo give directions what to do in caſe 
he ordered, or that the enemy drove back the 
ſearchers; of that he muſt be the beſt judge, 
and may ſend up his adjutant with orders, as 


_ circumſtances may occur. 
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